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Characteristics and Disadvantages of the Texas Part-Time Legislature
One of the legislative identities of Texas is their traditional part-time legislature system that meets once biennially in 140 days. The system has reduced legislators into non-political figures, which has led to poor developmental records and poor citizen representation in Texas. The essay seeks to pinpoint some of the characteristics and disadvantages of the legislature.
One of the striking characteristics of the legislature is that it meets 140 days every two years (Guidry et al. 2017). The Senate is presided over by a lieutenant governor who is separately elected apart from the state governor. The governor is the only one mandated to call for special legislative sessions. He/she may request for several sessions as he/she dims fit. This is different from other states where meetings are called by the legislature.
 Another trait is that the Texan legislators are underpaid.  They earn an average of $7,200 annually, including expenses. Legislators above 60 years receive a pension. Also, the legislators make per diems of $150 for every session. The low salaries force the legislators to lead a non-political life by engaging in other full-time ventures to supplement their earnings for comfortable living (Neiman, Johnson & Baird 2017).
The parliamentary system has its share of disadvantages. One of them is that it limits the growth of the Texas government. Texas lags behind other states in developmental records because of the part-time legislative format.  California and New York (Texas’ peers in terms of economy and population) have better development records, for they use a full-time system with a large, well-paid staff. Between 2009 and 2018, California passed 10,223 bills compared to 6,395 laws by Texas (Flores & Horn 2016).
Another disadvantage is that the system prohibits legislators from carrying out a floor debate on a majority of the bills or passing the bills during the first two months. The legislatures engage in bills of their interests as they shelve other relevant bills. This leads to a last-minute rash that sometimes results in errors and budgetary headaches. Most of the proposals are left unattended to after the end of the legislature. An excellent example is the transportation code of 2011, which by mistake, “eliminated “driving without front and back license plates.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, I support the claim that the part-time  system has reduced legislators into non-political figures, which has led to poor developmental records and poor citizen representation in Texas.  The system need to be abolished because it allows the legislators take the political role as less critical, and that is why they engage in other full-time businesses. Such a move is detrimental, for it leads to conflicts of interests that hinder service delivery to Texas. The legislators pursue bills that are of much significance to them at the expense of citizens.
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